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be distinctly improved, when the system 
of compensation and of separation allow- 
ances is in operation, is anticipated by 
treasury officials. They believe that to 
the degree that the men of\these families 
enter the military service /the standards 
of living of the dependents will be 
raised, and that Ae will not 
permit their return the old social 
level. A 

Compensation for injury or death of 
the soldier will / not be made in large 
sums, but will be paid out monthly, and 
for the period of dependency either of 
the injured man or of the widow and 
children. There will be no set rate, 
but there ‘will be established certain 
minimum standards“of living to which 
the payments will be adjusted. 

Thus far in the preliminary sugges- 
tion of the plan the oe of democracy 
in economic footing“ maintained. 
What the conference’ hes the ad- 
visory committee of insurance company 
officials, the comrnittees of Congress and 
the membership of the House and Senate 
will do to obscure or deny this ideal is 
for the coming months“to show. It is 
realized in botH™houses that great pres- 
sure will be brought to bear to so alter 
the legislation as to make impossible the 
setting of a higher standard of living 
through adjustment of these benefits. 
On the other hand, the organizations 
seeking to improve the condition of 
women and children in industry, and to 
a lesser extent the trade-union move- 
ment will seek to guard this ideal along 
the road to the President’s desk. 


ONE ALPHABET FOR ALL 
THE BLIND 


HE Portland convention of the 
American Association of Workers 
for the Blind, held the last week in 
June, will go down into history as the 
final bringing to an end of the unfor- 
tunate discussion with regard to a tac- 
tile printing system for the blind. The 
British Braille alphabet has been adopt- 
ed as the basis of the future system in 
this country. For more than forty years 
the United States has stood alone in its 
unwillingness to use the alphabet which 
was invented by Louis Braille, which 
has been adapted to the needs and re- 
quirements of over twenty-two coun- 
tries. “To be sure, America, with i 
restless inventiveness, believed that im- 
provement could be made upon the Eu- 
ropean device, and it must not be forgot- 
ten that the prolonged struggle with 
raised types in this country is going to 
result in certain modifications, which un- 
questionably will prove of value to those 
who have to read with their fingers. 
The immediate result of the Portland 
convention is that from this time forth 
there will now be but one system of 
raised type for blind readers in the Eng- 
lish-speaking world, instead of three. 
To put this in another way, it means 
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